
 

 

  Sixty people attended the Hall of  Fame event on November 11 at Elsie’s 
Restaurant.  Four athletes were honored as inductees as well as members 
of  various championship teams from the 1960’s.  The inductees were as 
follows: 
Chuck Kangas-Class of  1968 
  Chuck was a 3-sport athlete, excelling in football, basketball and tennis. 
Chuck was voted “Outstanding Male Athlete” by his senior class. He was 
Co-Captain and quarterback of  the football team and was awarded the 
“National Football Foundation Hall of  Fame Scholar-Athlete Award.” He 
was the only quarterback to start a game for Hall of  Fame coaches Pete 
Guzy and Guil Parsons. Chuck only threw one interception his senior year 
and ended his career with over 90 straight passes without an interception. 
He played varsity basketball his junior and senior year. He was a starting guard his senior year. It was in tennis that he 
had his greatest success playing either first doubles or occasional first singles. Chuck was a major part of  a team that 
never lost a conference match in two years. They went 20-0 in conference play and won districts both years. 
Tim Grivna/Mike Mogen-Class of  1968 Doubles Tennis 
  Tim and Mike played varsity tennis for two seasons helping the Tommies to win back-to-back city and district 
championships.  As Juniors, the doubles-pair was undefeated for the season ending with a 15-0 record and city and 
district titles.   As Seniors, they played singles for most of  the season where they won most of  their matches.  The duo 
was reunited for the district tournament.  Their doubles team again won the district doubles title which brought their 
career doubles record to 20-0. 
Mar Jang-Class of  2002 Cross Country Track 
  Mar competed in his two sports for four years while at 
Edison.  His results put him as one of  the most accomplished 
athletes to attend the school. In Cross Country, Mar placed 
3rd in the city meet as a freshman, then was the City 
Champion during the next three years.  He was a state entrant 
all 4 years, placing 7th as a sophomore and 2nd place in both 
his Junior and Senior year.  His time of  15:30 is a school 
record. In Track, Mar was the City Champion all 4 years in the 
1600m and won the 3200m in all but his senior year (3rd).  He 
also won the 400m in his 10th and 11th grade year.  Mar was a 
state entrant all four years in the 1600m placing 2nd in his 
sophomore and senior year running a school record 4:10. Mar 
was a state entrant all four years in the 3200m placing 3rd as a 
sophomore, and 2nd in his Junior and Senior years.  
  In the next newsletter we will highlight the members from 
the championship teams of  the 1960’s who were in attendance, 
as well as plans for future Hall of  Fame events.
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Save the Date – ECSF Annual 
Scholarship Dinner is 
Monday, May 6, 2019 

Our Annual May Dinner will be 
held at the Solar Arts Building on 
Monday, May 6th. In honor of  Niles, 
we are renaming the dinner to the Niles Schulz 
Scholarship Dinner. Niles loved attending the 
event and visiting with former students and 
athletes. He will be missed at the event but 
certainly not forgotten. 
  Tickets will be available in February and can 
be purchased from an ECSF Board Member 
or by emailing us at edisoncsf@aol.com 
  The dinner ticket includes dinner for two, a 
chance in our cash raffle, Silent Auction, cash 
bar and other surprises. If  you have Silent 
Auction items to donate, please email us. We 
are always looking for items to include. 

2018 Hall of  Fame Inductees 

TOMMIE SPIRIT
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We could always count on Walt Dziedzic. He was one of  us and he 
lived and breathed Northeast Minneapolis.  Walt served us for 47 
years as a teacher at DeLaSalle High School, police officer, City 
Councilman, Park Commissioner and as a promoter of  Edison High 
School. Among so many other things, he also played professional 
baseball and fought in Korea. He led an impressive life of  service to 
his community. 
  Walt and his wife Pat attended events all over Northeast – Edison 
academic events, sports, dinners, lunches and pancake breakfasts.  The 
Dziedzic house was one of  the first places neighborhood kids could 
go to with a school fundraiser hoping to sell just one candy bar, while 
happily leaving after selling many more.  While he was in public office, 
any constituent with a problem could “just call Walt” and he would 
take care of  it. His involvement continued long after Walt retired in 
2009. He continued to care about us and watched out for us.  
  Walter Paul Dziedzic graduated from Edison in 1950. While at 
Edison, Walt was a star athlete who earned nine letters in three sports. 
His six children – Kari, Steve, Anne, Tim, Kelly and Joe also 
graduated from Edison. Walt was inducted into the Edison Hall of  
Fame in 1984 and was named a Distinguished Alumni in 2013. 
  Walt was 85 years old and is survived by his wife Pat of  57 years, their six children and their spouses/
partners, ten grandchildren, Walt’s sister Gen and many other friends and relatives. 

The Northeast Community will dearly miss Walter. 

The Passing of  Walter Dziedzic –  
The Edison Community Loses a Great Supporter and Advocate 

Bob Nehotte Passes 

Bob was a very dear friend to the ECSF, his 
generosity with his time and donations helped 
change the lives of  so many. He sat in on many of  
our scholarship interviews to select candidates 
and he would always make sure he left the 
students with some positive advice. He even 
donated to students on the spot because he 
believed in them and wanted to help. Bob was 
named an Edison High School Distinguished 
Alumni in 2017.  He was a unique person with a 
his big smile, quick jokes and song that was always 
lurking to be sung. He will truly be missed. 
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EDISON AUTHORS START NEW BOOK 
Is there “life” after high school? 
  When people know each other a long time, they start exchanging stories about “the olden days” and amazing things 
they’ve experienced. A group of  us were in a restaurant one day and Rodney Nelson ‘58, (or was it Dick Myslajek ‘58?) 
suggested we put our stories into a book. That turned out to be, “Class Backwards” published in 2012. 
  The original group was composed of  Larry Kohout ‘58, David Larson ‘58 and Carol Lyons Larson ‘58, Rodney 
Nelson, Norman Solberg ‘58 and Jean Torgerson Strong ‘58. We ended up with 54 writers from our classmates and 
others recollecting what it was like “Growing up in Nordeast Minneapolis in the ‘40s and the ‘50s”. We were given 
encouragement and strong support from the (ECSF) Edison Community and Sports Foundation. The book was a hit 
and we went on to start another book, “Class Forwards” that chronicled what it was like for us “Coming of  Age in 
Nordeast Minneapolis in the ‘50s” published in 2015. By then, Jean Torgerson Strong and Rodney Nelson had health 
matters, so Carolyn Hagford ‘58, Cathy Kohout, and Marilyn Sexton Lubrecht ‘58 joined the Edison Authors 
Committee. We had 192 articles written by Edison graduates and raised more than $3,000 for ECSF scholarships. Our 
books are available through Hennepin County Library.  
  We aren’t done yet. More writers have offered stories about the changes that occurred from the late ‘50s to the present 
day. What was life like when they got out of  high school and what inspired them to go on to future careers?  
  Some of  the teenagers who received our scholarships want to write how their lives have been influenced by their high 
school days. We will be calling our new book, “Fast Forwards.” 
  Please contact me, caroldavidlarson@aol.com by email for further information. 
P.S., The Edison Community & Sports Foundation appreciates the support from The Edison Authors and supports 
them as they enjoy writing about the school and Northeast Community where we all grew up. 

Class Information needed for  
Edison Centennial 

We are in the planning stage for our 100th 
anniversary “All Class Reunion Celebration” 
coming in the fall of  2022. We are in the 
gathering phase and are asking all class 
information keepers to contact our information 
chairman Jay Johnson at: email jay@jayjohnson.tv 
or cell phone 612-203-9995. He is putting 
together an updated data base so we can contact 
everyone for this once in a life time event. This 
means we need to have everyone from 1922 to 
the present to contact Jay and work out a way to 
transfer your current data. The information will 
only be used for all class reunion purposes. So if  
you could help us out a little in this huge 
endeavor it would be greatly appreciated. 

Think of  Edison students this holiday  
and winter season …. 

  

There is a need for cold weather items for students at 
the school. Items that would be appreciated include: 
• New or gently used jackets appropriate for teens 
• New or gently used scarves, hats, gloves or 

mittens 
• New socks 
• Carmex, Chapstick or lotions to combat the 

cold dry weather 
Having a holiday get together this season? Why not ask 
your guests to bring a little something extra for Edison 
students.  It’s easy and will be much appreciated. 
Donations can be brought to the office. at Edison. 
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The 2019 ECSF Golf  Tournament Committee 
will meet at 6:00 PM Monday, January 21, 2019 at Columbia Golf  Course. We will start planning for the 
2019 Tournament to be held at Columbia on July 29, 2019.  We welcome more Edison Alumni and Friends 
that want to help put on a tournament that brings Edison Alumni and Friends together to have a great time 
and to raise funds for scholarships for current Edison students. For more information about being part of  
the committee - contact John Vandermyde ' 58 (johnwvan@gmail.com) or Jane (Milewski) Hill '76 
(janemariehill@msn.com) or Julie (Milewski) Carter '76 (talktopudder@comcast.net) or Pete Harris '89 
(peter.j.harris@comcast.net) or Bernie Kunza '72 (bkunza12@gmail.com) or John Lawson '82 
(jlawson@sdkcpa.com). 

  The Little Men of  N.E. is a social club of  men who grew up in the Edison Community. Most of  them are 
from Edison Classes of  the mid nineteen fifties. Some of  their connections go back as far as kindergarten. 
They formed their club in 1965 and have met regularly for the past 53 years.  
    “Our main objective in starting the Little Men’s club was to maintain our boyhood friendships well into 
the future. We are proud to say we have remained connected for over sixty years after high school!” 
  Some members of  this club, to mention a few are: Art Solz, Jerry Babin, Sunny Bosell, Butch Crossman, 
Dick “Magua” Duoos, Jay Frane, Bud Gervais, George Kennedy, Andy Kohler, Wally Lindeman, Jack Lloyd, 
Art Maxwell, Jim McGuire, Roger Montgomery, Jim Omdal, Frank Padula, Gary Peterson, Ed Solz, Fred 
Stanley, Jerry Swendra, Bruce Tetzman and Dick Wesen. Most recently they have met and held meetings at 
the VFW Club in Spring Lake Park. 
   One of  their classmates, Red Lyons ’55,  wrote this about the Little Men; 

“Several years ago a book was published called “Is There Life after High School?” in which the 
author claimed that you will remember more about high school experiences that any other four year 
period in your life. I loved my days at Edison in the fifties, but I have to admit whenever I jaw with 
outsiders about my school life, I end up describing the adventures I had in my early years with a 
bunch of  guys who were called “The Little Men”. In those days, you were labeled (although not 
necessarily defined) by where you lived: River Rat, Valley Boy, or Hillboy. I was a Hillboy and The 
Little Men were mostly Valley Boys. I was never one of  the gang, but I sure enjoyed being a fellow 
traveler because they were always where the action was or the ones creating it…which might be 
diving off  the bridge into the river, playing follow-the –leader over garage roof  tops, or riding a 
Farmer’s pigs. They sometimes used their creativity devising how to avoid paying admission to any 
event etc. They also influenced many of  the school’s attitudes, such as being careful about not 
showing off  (eg. You never wore a letter sweater) and the admired trait was not to be suave but to be 
savvy. At times they may have been rowdies, rascals, and rumblers but they were always interesting 
(eg. It is not just a rumor that their charismatic leader, George Kennedy, was the model for Clint 
Eastwood’s role in Gran Torino).  Their influence on me extended to my prizing loyalty to Edison 
and I found that in the years I spent in the Army training recruits I felt I had an edge having been 
from Edison.  (Photos courtesy of  Northeaster Newspaper, Gary Peterson and Gail Olson)  

The Little Men of  NE -- Donate to Edison for Scholarships! 

Front row: Ed Solz, Gary Peterson, Butch Crossman; Back row: 
George Kennedy, Jim McGuire

Front row: Art Maxwell, Frank Padula, Jay Frane, Dave Luke;  Back row: Howie 
Machowicz, Stuart Neuman, George Kennedy, John Stzemp, Bud Gervais.
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  Greetings Fellow Tommies 
and Friends of  Edison, 
  I have always been a 
sentimental person, so I love 
the holidays and all that 
comes with them. What I 
truly enjoy most is getting 
together with friends and 
sharing what the year has 
been like and what exciting 
and new things are going on 
in our lives. The hard thing 

about this year is that the list of  friends to talk with 
has decreased dramatically. First, we had to go 
through the tragedy of  losing Niles Schulz this 
summer. Over the past two weeks, we lost five more 
people whom made an impact on Edison and on the 
Northeast community.  
· Pete Sovell was an accounting teacher and coach at 
Edison for 23 years. Pete had a big impact on 
hundreds of  students in both the classroom and on 
the playing field in football and baseball.  
· Janet Benson was at Edison for 25 years and 
helped run the ESL program when it first started at 
the school. She also ran the scholarship committee 
during that time and helped with getting the Winston 
Wallin Scholarships started. Janet also helped Bill 
Chorske set up his scholarship fund and worked with 
students for years after they graduated. She was a 
tough but fair person who helped a lot of  people’s 
lives get started in this country in a positive way.  
· Bob Nehotte was a person who came from 
humble beginnings and made something of  himself  
after graduating from Edison. He had a big heart for 
the school and Northeast.  
· James Williams was the person who greeted you 
at the front door of  Edison for almost 20 years. We 
had different principals during the time he worked 

the welcome desk, 
but we all knew 
who ran the 
school, Mr. 
Williams did!  He 
had a big deep 
voice, a 
commanding 
presence, and 
charming 
mannerism that 
could deescalate 
the worst of  any situation. He loved Edison and 
every student who came in the door.  
· Walt Dziedzic was “Mr. Northeast”! Some other 
people may have claimed to be, but Walt was the real 
deal! He was an amazing athlete when he was at 
Edison and always supported the school after. He 
was a founding member of  the ECSF and we will 
always be in his debt.  
  The point I want to make is how lucky we all were 
to have had these wonderful people in this world and 
part of  our lives. Each one put a smile on the faces 
of  so many who needed help and were willing to 
give of  themselves to be a positive impact on lives. 
How heartfelt at this time of  year to be able to think 
of  someone who gave it all to make a difference. 
  I will be spending a lot of  time with a lot of  people 
over the next few days talking of  these 
people; sharing stories, smiling and 
thinking how fortunate we are to have 
family, friends and community! Let’s 
all make 2019 a special year of  making 
a difference in each other’s lives! 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Years! 
  Go Tommies! 
  Mike Iacarella 
  President, Edison Community and Sports Foundation

Letter from President Iacarella   In Memory Of 
William J. Bart, ’64 
Dick Blanski, ’52  
Richard Lloyd Blevins, ’61  
Walter Dziedzic, ‘50 
Susan C. Foy, ‘67 
Genevieve Lane (Kowal), ’50  
Bob Nehotte, ’48 
Walter Peterson, ’61 
Carin Ruffenach Callender, ‘68 
Jon Steinke 

ECSF Successful Oktoberfest at Indeed Brewery 
It was a little cool outside, but inside the temperature was perfect for the October 10th ECSF 
Oktoberfest “Indeed-We-Can” fundraiser at Indeed brewery. Indeed brewery allows selected 
Northeast non-profits to have all profits from beer sales in their tap room on given 
Wednesday nights for their Indeed-We –Can program. We had a great stream of  people all 
night long, sampling some great locally brewed beer and listening to Joe Macko on his 
accordion. The Edison Alumni Band stopped by and really got the crowd going around 7:00. 

The official numbers are not in at the time of  this newsletter, but estimates should be a donation of  around 
$2,000 from Indeed to the ECSF. In fact, things went so well that Indeed brewery has invited the ECSF back 
for next year’s program. We will keep you informed as to when that next date will be so you can make sure to 
put it on your calendar. Ziggy Zaggy Ziggy Zaggy Hoi Hoi Hoi!!! 
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Thank you to the many generous 
individuals and businesses that donate 
to the Edison Community & Sports 
Foundation year after year. Please 
support these businesses! 

Pulltab and bingo sellers needed at 
Edison's pulltab sites. 
Call 763-200-3126.  

Support Edison Community and Sports  
Foundation and local businesses and have fun too!  

 Bingo, meat raffles and pull-tabs! 
Stanley’s Northeast Bar Room: Sundays, Gift Card Raffle  
at 2:00 pm, Bingo at 3:30 pm and pull tabs 
Gasthof ’s: Pull tabs only 
Broadway Pub & Grille:  Pull tabs only 

Special Thanks to all of our 

generous supporters.

We Appreciate You!!


Donate Online at: 
www.MplsEdisonAlumni.com 


Click Donate Now

YOU Make A Difference!

REUNION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Class of  1959 - 60th Reunion 
Save the Date-September 12, 2019. Details in future 
Newsletters and a mailing to all class members.  
Class of  1969 - 50th Reunion 
Saturday, September 14, 2019 Mermaid Entertainment 
Center, Mounds View, MN.  Also visit Mpls Edison 
Class of  69 FB page for any updates and contacts.  
Look for a “Save the Date Mailing” coming this fall.

SUPER STAR LEVEL 
Robert Nehotte, in memory of  Niles Schulz 
BLUE LEVEL 
Joan Lindsey 
Bill Newham, in memory of Mary Chantler Tomczyk, '53 
Kerry Warren, Andy Kozak and Andy Platto, in 
  Memory of  Walt Dziedzic. Our Deepest Sympathy 
TOMMIE LEVEL 
John Bloomquist, in memory of  Bob Keene, '43, 
Doug Solz, '60, and Tom Wiggen, '60 
Bryan Kuha, in memory of  Niles Schulz 
FRIEND OF EDISON 
Susan & Steven Brandes, in memory of  Niles Schulz 
Jeff  Daugherty, in memory of  Niles Schulz & Class of '69 
Ted & Barbara Gramhill Kaminski, in memory of  
DeLoris Duemke Whitney, '56 
Keith Ottoson, in memory of  Ernest Ottoson, '32, in  
  honor of  Al Ottoson, '70, Dave Ottoson, '72 and the   
  class of  '68 - Still Realing in the Years 
Jerry & Sheila Roeser, in memory of  Joe F. Godava, 
  '58 and Barb (Godava) Stone, '69 
Barbara Telander, in memory of  Raph Strangis, '54 
David Yates, in memory of  fellow gymnast Tom 
  (Thumbs) Pink, Ken (Butch) McCoy & Class of  ’60 

OTHER SUPPORTERS 
In Memory of  Denise Engebretson, From Class of  
  '77 Flag Girls 
Candice Alexander, in honor of 50th reunion Class of  '68 
George & Kathleen Amble, in memory of Niles Schulz 
David Bakun, in honor of  Class of  '77 
Karen Cossette, in memory of  Bob Booth, '59 and  
  Jim Olson, '58 
Sandra Decker 
Gerald Dwyer, in memory of  Jane Johnson Dwyer, '59 
Karen M Dziedzic 
Walter & Pat Dziedzic  
Edison Authors, Lisa (Hill) DeMars, Dan Jacob, 
  Cindie Fleithan, Tim Neeb, Jim Hanley, In memory 
  of  Niles Schulz 
James Horn, In memory of  Kathryn Horn, '77 
Joseph Kacheroski 
Norman Larson 
Red Lyons, In honor of  John Vandermyde 
John Pielow 
Glenn Pletscher 
Keith & Carol Olson, In memory of  Niles Schulz 
Glen Semanko 
Anthony Savage, In memory of  Coach Schulz 
Marilyn Thompson 
Gregory Wallin 
Joshua & Sandra Wetjen, In memory of  Niles Schulz 

Year End Charitable Giving and  
Corporate Match Programs 

  Want to maximize your giving impact? Your donation to 
Edison Community & Sports Foundation may be eligible for 
your company’s corporate match program. We are a 501c3 
charity registered in the State of  Minnesota and our tax 
identification number is 36-3318601. 
  Please consider a charitable donation to support the 
academic, athletic and social activities of  Edison students. If  
you have questions, please email us at edisoncsf@aol.com. 
Thank you! 

 CONTRIBUTORS CARRYING ON THE TOMMIE SPIRIT! 

http://www.MplsEdisonAlumni.com
mailto:edisoncsf@aol.com
mailto:edisoncsf@aol.com
http://www.MplsEdisonAlumni.com
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  Please fill in this form and mail it with your contribution to: 
EDISON COMMUNITY & SPORTS FOUNDATION 
 P.O. Box 68032 Minneapolis, MN 55418 
Name: _____________________________________ Maiden Name _______________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
City: _________________________________ State: ____ Zip: __________ Class of: ________ 
Email:________________________________  Phone:________________________________ 
Contact me regarding our Legacy Giving Program ______ 

Individual Giving Level  In Memory of:________________________________ 
$_____  Other   In Honor of:__________________________________ 
  _____$1,000  Gold     
  _____$500 Blue   Contributions made to the Edison Community & Sports 
  _____$250 Tommie  Foundation help support this newsletter, EHS athletics/ 
  _____$100 Friend of  Edison athletics/activities/community and provide scholarships 
  _____$50    for Edison students who have shown excellence in academics, 
  _____$25    athletics and the arts. All contributions are fully tax-deductible. 

Donate online at www.MplsEdsionAlumni.com 

EDISON COMMUNITY & SPORTS FOUNDATION MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of  the Edison Community & Sports Foundation is to engage students, staff, alumni and 
community to direct resources to support programs, facilities and opportunities that advance Edison.   

Pull-tabs and Bingo 
2300 University Ave NE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 

www.gasthofzg.com 
License #01861 

Pull-Tabs, Electronic 
Gambling, Bingo and  

Meat Raffle!!  
Stanley’s Northeast  

Bar Room  
2500 University Ave NE 

License # 01861 
www.stanleysbarroom.com 

Stop by and say Thanks for 
Supporting ECSF! 

The Edison Community & Sports 
Foundation is looking to expand 

Gambling Operations. 
If  you have contacts with any local 
establishments please contact our 

Gambling Manager Lynn Miskowic at 
612-296-7283 or email us at 

EdisonCSF@aol.com 

You Can Advertise Too! 
Next Issue $50.00 as space allows. 
Email your business info to 
EdisonCSF@aol.com 

Caricatures by Jonny 
Events-Parties-Weddings 

Providing 
entertainment & one 
of a kind keepsakes 
your guests will love. 

763-780-0877 

200 West Broadway Ave Mpls 
BROADWAY  

 PUB & GRILLE 
Stop By, Grab a Bite to Eat & Support 

our Pull-Tabs! License # 01861 

http://www.gasthofzg.com
http://www.gasthofzg.com
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The Edison Community & Sports Foundation is made up of  30 Board 
Directors who volunteer their time and efforts to support Edison High 
School students and organizations with scholarships and other charitable 
commitments. It started as a way to honor former teacher/coach and 
great athlete - Pete Guzy and has become a lasting tribute to his spirit 
and Edison’s alumni's dedication to the school and NE Minneapolis. 
You can participate with the Foundation at the annual Hall of  Fame 
Night, Distinguished Alumni Award Event, Niles Schulz Scholarship 
Dinner, Art Solz Memorial Golf  Tournament, the Homecoming/
Oktoberfest or with a scholarship contribution or Legacy Program. 

Edison Community & Sports Foundation 
P.O Box 68032 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #4190
TWIN CITIES, MN 

Board of  Director meetings are 
held at Edison High School on 
the 3rd Tuesday of  every month 
at 7:00 pm. Changes will be 
posted on our website 
www.EdisonSportsFoundation.org 
Michael Iacarella, President  
Beth Fairley, Vice President  
Rick Eskola, Secretary  
John Lawson, Treasurer 

Do you have something to share?  If  you have an item of  
interest to Edison alumni, please send it to us and we will 
include it.  Interesting historical photos, class reunion 
announcements, or anything to do with Edison school 
will be considered. 
The ECSF would also like to offer classes the opportunity 
to utilize our mailing services and non-profit mailing 
permit.  Please contact us for more information. 
Send your information to: 
Edison Community & Sports Foundation 
P. O. Box 68032 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 

EDISON COMMUNITY &  SPORTS FOUNDATION
WE’RE ON THE WEB WWW.EDISONSPORTSFOUNDATION.ORG


