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STAYING CONNECTED BETWEEN THE PAST AND PRESENT

A PHOTO CLASS AT EDISON HIGH SCHOOL TAKES AN
ENTREPRENEURIAL TURN AND PROVIDES AN AFFORDABLE SERVICE.

The entrepreneurial spirit is ex-
panding in the art department at
Minneapolis Edison High School.

Some bright students and their
art and graphic-arts teacher Mark
Rizzardi have expanded Edison's
homemade-yearbook business to
include a student-run photo lab
that provides a yearbook photo
for only $10 at the northeast
Minneapolis school.

The school is disproportionately
populated by low-income immi-
grant kids. Last year, only half of
200-plus Edison seniors sat for
professionally taken yearbook
pictures. The rest just used their
student-identification photo.
Rizzardi, who is also the year-
book adviser, saw an opportunity
to engage kids from his art classes
in hands-on learning through an
endeavor that also would teach
them about the trade by produc-
ing an economical product for
which several dozen kids already
have put money down.

"I've already orchestrated about
cight photo shoots," said fresh-
man Malaysia Barnes, 14, who
was helping Bontu Abdissa, 18,
before her portrait last week in a
storage space converted to a no-
frills photo studio. "I try to make
the photo subjects feel and pose
comfortably, so they look good.
"I also enforce the '10 Things to
Know' about preparing for a stu-
dio portrait. I'm really learning
about photography from Mr.
Rizzardi."

As Barnes helped Abdissa prepare
for her shoot, seventh-hour class
photographers Awil Mohamed,
15, and Jibril Nur, 18, checked
out their cameras.

Both plan to study engineering at

four-year colleges. They also
are exploring art at the inter-
section of portraits and com-
puter science.

For $10, Edison seniors will
get the yearbook shot of their
choice produced by the stu-
dents on classroom equipment.
Each kid gets a photo-laden
CD to take to a commercial
printer. The local Walgreen's
on Central Avenue NE. makes
various-size prints for as little
as $10 for Edison kids.

The photos look great," said
senior Chris Kukowski, 18.
Rizzardi said some students
will continue to go to profes-
sional photographers and that's
great.

But the new student-operated
photo lab provides a learning
opportunity and an attractive
product for students who oth-
erwise wouldn't have any pic-
tures shot.

"I was once a starving artist,"
Rizzardi said. "I have a history
of innovation and saving
money.

"A typical studio bargain price
would be about $50 for a basic
sitting, and it can go well over
$200. The 'eStudio,' now part
of my photo curriculum, al-
lows students in any photo
class to take part, as model and
photographer. No charge for
students in a photo class. Ten
bucks for everybody else. For
that price they will receive 30
high-resolution images, using a
Canon SLR digital camera,
which we burn to a CD. Wal-
greens, for $9.99, they will
print an assortment of 46 pho-

tographs."

Rizzardi and his students took
the plunge into in-house pro-
duction with community part-
ners after Edison's yearbook
publisher started demanding
deadlines as early as the fall
before graduation and the price
for even a basic book shot over
$50. Fewer than half the sen-
iors were buying yearbooks.
Rizzardi sells the yearbooks for
$25 to $45, depending on how
carly students sign up. He and
the 20-student yearbook staff
plunged into their photography,
design and layout, using the
same Adobe Creative Suite
online tools used by profession-
als.

Frank Miske Jr., the owner of
nearby Custom Business Forms,
prints the 144-page yearbooks,
including color senior pictures,
at cost in the spring under the
watchful eye of the student
editors, who complete the
process with his pressmen.
"This is great for the kids,"
Miske told me a few years ago
as we watched pages come off
the press. "This is a tough busi-
ness and we need good work-
ers."

Other business partners who
collaborate on Edison's student-
operated photo-and-yearbook
business include Di's Print
Shop, owned by Edison grad
Diane Halvorson; the North-
caster Newspaper, and West
Photo, all neighborhood busi-

nesses.

This article was written by

Neal St. Anthony

Published November 3, 2009 in the
Minneapolis Star & Tribune

WINTER 2009

DATES TO REMEMBER

May Dinner Fundraiser
Monday, May 3rd, 2010 Jax Café

Hall of Fame-TDB

Golf Tournament
Monday, July 26th, 2010

Oktoberfest / Homecoming
Event
Friday, September 24th, 2010

Please be sure to check out our
website at
www.edisonsportsfoundation.org
for further information regarding

these events.

Tommies doing

great things!

Did you know

you can make your donation
online now?

www.EdisonSportsFoundation.org



EDISON ALUMNI NEWS

President,

Michael Iacarella

In Memory of

S

Jerome Anderson ‘43
Donald Benny

Cheryl Hoeft/Mesa Kin-
caid ‘75

Max Jensen

Carolyn Lundeen
Tim Meehan ‘72
Marlene Neslund ‘53
Scott C. Ramin

Richard Swanson

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Some great things have been
stirring at Edison these days.
The International Baccalaure-
ate Programme (IB), Advanced
Placement (AP) courses, Col-
lege in the Schools (CIS) and
Career Technical Education
(CTE) are all being offered as
part of next year’s class offer-
ings. Edison had to go through
a rigorous approval process to
become an IB school. The IB
contingent, who was part of
the approval process, appreci-
ated how well the school pre-
sented itself and how dedicated
the staff was to providing the
best possible education for
their students. With its highly
qualified and passionate staff
Edison is now on par with
every school in the area. If you
get a chance to stop by the
school feel free to see the
changes yourself.

Edison is also connecting with
the visual and performing arts
community. There have been

added advanced arts classes
and a connection has been
made with the National Arts
Society. A theater class and
drama club has been estab-
lished and will be performing
next semester. The graphics
art department has started its
own photo studio and will be
taking photos of seniors for
their senior yearbook pic-
tures. The student run studio
not only allows students to
learn how to run a studio,
but allows many students to
be able to afford the pictures.
The band and choir programs
have had increasing numbers
and a drum line has been
already performing for as-
semblies.

This year’s Homecoming/
Oktoberfest was a great suc-
cess. Our turnout was tre-
mendous, especially when
you consider how bad the
weather was that night. The
big tent offered a great invit-

EDISON HALL OF FAME

ing shelter for the night and
Popbang (the band) was in-
spiring everyone to get off
their feet and enjoy a truly
Northeast event. Put Septem-
ber 24+ in your calendars for
next year’s Homecoming/
Oktoberfest extravaganza.

It has been my pleasure to
play in the alumni band for
more than 30 years. This year
the band has been especially
inspiring. Within a three
week span the band attended
eight reunions and one event.
It was tremendous seeing all
that Tommie pride from the
classes and their committees.
However, it was a big com-
mitment for all the members
of the band to be a big part of
each of those events. Thank
you alumni band members for
all you do for Edison and the
community.

Go Tommies!!!

ALUMNI NEWS
Class of ‘48

62nd Class Reunion on Friday
Sept 15th, 2010 at the Mid-
land Hills Country Club.

Class of ‘55

55/55-The class of 1955 will
hold its 55th year class reun-
ion at Columbia Golf Manor
on Thursday, September 16,
2010, from 4pm to

9pm. Contact Art & Grace
Maxwell, P.O. Box 1384 Red
Lodge, MT 59068. Home #
406-446-1634, Cell # 406-
671-8108.

The Delphi Club and friends
of Patti (Durand) Larson Class
of ‘53 made a donation to be
given to the Alumni Band in
Honor of all they Do!

Back in 1984 the foundation elected and inducted Pete Guzy as the charter member into the Edison
Community Sports Foundation’s Hall of Fame. Each of the 25 years since, the Board has elected
meritorious candidates to join Pete in being inducted in the Hall of Fame. Each inductee is honored
at an annual HOF Program, presented with a plaque, and a duplicate is hung in the Edison High

School Gymnasium’s lobby.

Entrance into the HOF is difficult. Each candidate’s credentials are thoroughly examined and dis-
cussed. To be successfully elected a candidate must receive the votes of 70% of the Board members

present and voting.

To see the list of inductees over the past 25 years or to nominate someone in to the 2010 Edison Hall
Of Fame please go to our website at www.EdisonSportsFoundation.org or you may request an appli-

cation by mail.

EDISON GETS NEW SOUND SYSTEM

Thanks to the support of the
NE community, including the
Edison Community Sports
Foundation who gifted Edison
High School with an updated
sound system. The previous
system was very old and was
no longer effective.

ing to make this gift possible.

Edison is one of the few schools in
the cities who hosts region sports
tournaments. This new addition
will make Edison shine even

brighter!

Special thanks to our alumni, and
foundation contributors for help-

In the next issue.....

Three years ago, after years of budget cuts and
declining resources, Edison High School had no

band. In the 2008-2009 school year the band

returns and today. ..
Annual Alumni May Dinner Fundraiser details.

Further Information on the Edison Hall Of Fame.
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|
Please fill In this form and mail it with your contribution to:

EDISON COMMUNITY SPORTS FOUNDATION
700-22nd Avenue NE Minneapolis, MN 55418

Name: Maiden Name
| Address:
i City: State: Zip: Class of:
| Email Address: Phone:
|
-

Individual }'%;;\2%‘;?9

Membership Levels — -~ inMemory of :

__$1,000.00 Gold Supporter B in Honor of :

Supporter

Blue Supporter
Tommie Supporter

Friend of Edison

All contributions are fully deductible.

Contributions made to the Edison Community Sports Foundation help
support this newsletter and provide scholarships for Edison students

who have shown excellence in academics, athletics and the arts.

CONTRIBUTORS....CARRYING ON THE TOMMIE SPIRIT!

GOLD SUPPORTER

Mary Smaciarz Litterman
TOMMIE SUPPORTER

Andy Keuser ‘55 in memory
of Dick Keuser

Jerry Marc Melbo ‘59
Laurence Niederhofer

George Shindo ‘46
in Memory of
Dorothy Moore ‘46

FRIEND OF EDISON

Marshall (Andy) Anderson ‘39 Jan
Erna Bachtold ‘34

Marge Kociscak Brummer ‘62— in
memory of Andrew & Margaret-
Haley Kociscak

Betty Lou Zierman Berg 56

Douglas Gavic 56— in memory of
Coach Pete Guzy; in honor of class
of 56

Joseph Novak ‘48 - in Memory of
Richard Novak & Eleanor Novak
McGrath

Estelle Hagie Hendrickson ‘47 in

memory of Gordon Hendrickson ‘47

Jorgenson Sisters— Vivian Brown ‘43,
Audret Clay ‘46, Marlys Nelson ‘51,
Carol Palm ‘53 - in memory of Dale
Jorgenson 55

Sally Modeen Mines ‘48— in memory
of Marnae Modeen Dean 43 &
Mary Neudeck Land’48

Wendell Olson ‘36

Mike Reid ‘71— in memory of Kathy
Nolden Mazurko ‘71

Carol Boettcher Portlance’62
Jerry Scavo 70

James R. Vadis ‘60
SUPPORTERS

Dick Brink ‘40-in memory of Bill
Carpenter 40

Gwendolyn Carlson Caron ‘51
Doug Davis
Mark Espedal’75

Sharon Olsen Fenner 52 -

in Memory of: Pat Schjoll Eaton “52;
Leanne Ludford ‘52; and Bev Munson-
Paulson ‘52

Heidi Hetherington Ford ‘73-in mem-

ory of Susan Veronica Johnsen 75
y

Bill Grivna ‘61

Don & Dixie Dahlin Hozempa ‘63 &
‘65

Mary Jane Warpeha Kiner * 44
Red Lyons 55

Colin Masica ‘49— in memory of Peter
Mankowski

Lois Flodine Nickles ‘37 Jan

Gary Peterson ‘60- in memory of Anne
Latin Kellner

Beverly Pratt ‘48— in memory of
Douglas Pratt

Sandra Reshetar McEachen ‘60-in mem-

ory of Sonia Reshetar Tarris
Ed Roethke 59

In Memory of Wynn Skaja ‘58 coached
girls softball

‘rr

Bernard Vosika ‘55

Ardis Nelson Witte ‘40 in honor of the
Edison Music Department

Homecoming Oktoberfest Cele-
bration Sponsors

Andy Zurbey

Barley Johns Brew Pub

Di’s Print

Edison Alumni Band
Grumpy’s Bar

H.ILN.L.A.

Jimmy’s Bar

Lions Club of Northeast Mpls
Mailing Solutions

Moose on Monroe

N.E.O.N.

NE Yacht Club/Todd Parker
Patty Murtaugh

PopBang!

Rock Solid Realty/ Curt Norwaki
Sentyrz Supermarket

Shaws Bar

Sign Minds

White Castle Restaurant

Special Thanks to all of
Our Generous Supporters-
We Appreciate You!!

Donate Online at:

www. EdisonSportsFoundation.org




Edison Community & Sports Foundation NON-PROFIT ORG.
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Minneapolis, MN 55418 PERMIT NO. 4190

www .EdisonSportsFoundation.org
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